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he would only trust in him, and do exactly as he told him, he
would certainly succeed in this last undertaking. Thereupon they
bent their steps towards the sea, which stretched out before them,
as far as their eyes could see, all the waves dancing and glittering
in the bright sunshine. * Now,' continued the wolf,' I am going to
turn myself into a boat full of the most beautiful silken merchandise,
and you must jump boldly into the boat, and steer with my tail hi
your hand right out into the open sea. You will soon come upon
tho golden mermaid. "Whatever you do, don't follow her if she calls
you, but on the contrary say to her, " The buyer comes to the
seller, not the seller to the buyer." After which you must steer
towards the land, and she will follow you, for she won't be able to
resist the beautiful wares you have on board your ship.'
Tho  Prince promised faithfully to do all he had been told,
whereupon the wolf changed himself into a ship fall of most ex-
quisite silks, of every shade and colour imaginable.   The astonished
Prince stepped into the boat, and, holding the wolfs tail in his hand,
ho steered boldly out into the open sea, where the sun was gilding
tho blue waves with its golden rays.   Soon he saw the golden
mermaid swimming near the ship, beckoning and calling to him to
follow her; but, mindful of the wolfs warning, he told her in a loud
voice that if she wished to buy anything she must come to him.
"With those words he turned his magic ship round and steered
back towards tho land.   The mermaid called out to him to stand
still, but he refused to listen to her and never paused till he reached
tho sand of the shore*   Here he stopped and waited for the mermaid,
who had awum after him.    "When she drew near the boat he saw
that she was far more beautiful than any mortal he bad ever be-
hold.   She swam round the ship for some time, and then swung
hftrHolf gracefully on board, in order to examine the beautiful silken
fltufTtf more closely*   Then the Prince seized her in his arms, and
kiflsing hor tondorly on the cheeks and lips, he told her she was his
far over; at the same moment the boat turned into a wolf again,
which so terrified the mermaid that she clung to the Prince for
protection.
So the golden mormaid was successfully caught, and she soon
fait quite happy in her new life when she saw she had nothing to
foar oither from the Prince or the wolf—she rode on the back of
tho lattor, and the Prince rode behind her. When they reached the
country ruled over by the Emperor with the golden horse, the Prince
jumped down, and, helping the mermaid to alight, he led her before

